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James W. Zion.  
 

James Zion is a private consultant living in Albuquerque, researching and writing on 
Indian court matters, traditional Indian law, and Indian Country justice initiatives. Now 
an Adjunct Professor in the Department of Criminal Justice at Northern Arizona 
University, he was Solicitor to the Courts of the Navajo Nation from 1981 through 1983 
and 1991 through 2001. He was also a member of the Navajo Working Group For Human 
Rights. 

 
Zion was an invited expert and speaker during the Aboriginal Justice Enquiry in 

Manitoba. He also gave presentations at the Dakota Ojibwa Tribal Council, Tribal Courts 
Symposium, in Winnipeg in 1991. 

 
Jim Zion is an American Metis whose family migrated from Canada to Montana in 

the mid-1800s. He has worked extensively with the Navajo Tribe. He was their chief 
court administrator and was general counsel for the National American Court Judges 
Association which includes all the tribal judges in the United States. See the article cited 
below for a New Breed Magazine interview with James Zion on the history of the Metis 
in Montana . 
 
The James Zion reading list: 
 

Marianne O. Neilson and James W. Zion (Eds.) Navajo Nation Peacemaking: Living 
Traditional Justice. University of Arizona Press, 2005.  
 
Zion James W. "The Dynamics of Navajo Peacemaking." Journal of Contemporary 
Criminal Justice 14(1) (February 1998): 58-74.  
 
Zion James W. “North American Indian Perspectives on Human Rights”, in 
Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na’im (Ed.) Human Rights in Cross Cultural Perpsectives. 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 1995: 191-220. 
 
Zion, J. W. "The Navajo Peacemaker Court: Deference to the Old and 
Accommodation to the New." American Indian Law Review 11 (1985): 89. 
 

Zion, James. “Working Papers Prepared by the Working Group on Customary Law, 
Volume II.”  Regina: Joint Canada-Saskatchewan-FSIN Studies of Certain Aspects of 
the Justice System as They Relate to Indians in Saskatchewan, Volume II: April, 
1985.  
 
Jim has also published several articles in the Native Law Centre of Canada series 

Justice as Healing: 
 
“Punishment vs. Healing: How Does Traditional Indian Justice Work?” Vol. 2, No. 3, 
1997. 
“Hoist Them on Their Own Petard.” Fall 1995. 
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“The “One Law For All” Myth.” Vol. 8. No. 4. 
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